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January 4™ 2015 Reverend Joseph M. McLafferty, Temporary Administrator
Epiphany of the Lord Deacon Patrick Graham

SUNDAY OBLIGATION
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am and 12:00pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday—Saturday 9:00am

HOLY DAY MASSES
9:00am and 7:30pm

CONFESSION
Saturday: 4:00pm - 4:30pm

RECTORY HOURS
Monday - Friday: 9:30am - 2:30pm

BAPTISMS
1*and 2™ Sundays, by appointment only. Interviews of parents
seeking baptism for their children are arranged by calling the
Rectory during business hours.

MARRIAGES
Arrangements for the Sacrament of Marriage must be made six
months in advance. Please contact the Rectory for further
information.

NEW PARISHIONERS
All new parishioners are invited to register at the Rectory and to
participate in our parish life.

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation Committee meeting is the second Tuesday of the
month at 7:00pm in the Dongan Hall Meeting Room.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Altar Society— Mrs. Margaret Pisciottano
Saturday after the 9:00am Mass in the Church.
Join in keeping our Church and Sanctuary neat and
clean. All are encouraged to help.

Choir / Music Ministry - Mrs. Patricia Beniquez (718) 954-0247
Sunday after the 10:00am Mass in the Choir Loft.
New members are welcomed.

Food Pantry — Mr. Jim Regan, St. Vincent dePaul

(718) 351-2612

Friday 8:00am — 11:00am
Under the Rectory. Enter via rear Parking Lot.

Golden Age Club—Ms. Terry Brennan (718) 351-2612
Tuesday at 1:00pm in the Dongan Hall Meeting Room.
New members welcomed.

Island Shores
Monday 10:30am Residents Mass.

(718) 351-2612

Legion of Mary — Mrs. Barbara Regan (718)351-2119
Pray the Rosary Monday thru Saturday at 8:30am and
Sunday at 11:30am in the Church.
Weekly meeting Sunday at 12:00pm in the Rectory.
New members welcomed.
Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday after the 9:00am Mass.
RCIA/Bible Study — Mrs. Barbara Regan (718) 351-2119
Monday at 7:00pm in the Dongan Hall Classrooms.
Religious Education — Mrs. Barbara Regan ~ (718) 351-2119
Levels 1-4: Sunday, 8:30-10:00 and Levels 5-8:
Wednesday, 4:00-5:30 in the Dongan Hall Classrooms.
Scripture Study — Monday, pm: Mr. Jerry LePre
Tuesday, am: Sr. Barbara Heclo (718) 351-2612
Monday at 7:00pm in the Dongan Hall Meeting Room.
Tuesday after the 9:00am Mass in the Rectory.
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WEEKLY READINGS

Matthew is the only gospel writer who
delves into prophecy to pull out the
legendary kings and set them at the
crib-side of Jesus.

Sunday; January 4"........
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

The daily Readings & Saints for the week of January 4™:

Isaiah 60: 1-6
Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6
Matthew 2: 1-12

Matthew: ! , Monday, January 5"....... John 3: 22 -4: 6

1 borrows a star prophecy from the seer Epip H‘ ANY St. John Neumann Matthew 4: 12-17, 23-25
Balaam (Numbers 24:17), i Tuesday: January 6"....... 1 John 4: 7-10

1 the site of Bethlehem from Micah (Micah 5:1-2), St. Andre Bessette Mark 6: 34-44

7 the gifts from Isaiah (Isaiah 60:6), plus Wednesday; January 7.... 1 John 4: 11-18

1 heads of state bringing tribute from the Psalms St. Raymond of Penyafort Mark 6: 45-52

(Psalm 72:10-15). Thursday; January 8" ...... 1 John 4: 19 - 5: 4
From this assortment, Matthew weaves together a powerful St. Thorfinn Luke 4: 14-22
image of worldly authority bending its knee before the Lord Friday; January 9".......... 1 John 5: 5-13
of the universe. St. Adrian, Abbot Luke 5: 12-16
That's not all Matthew intends to say, of course. It's Saturday: January 10%...... 1 John 5: 14-21
essential to Matthew’s story that these kings be foreign St. William of Bour%les John 3: 22-30
dignitaries. The climax of this gospel is the commission to Sunday: January 11°...... Isaiah 55: 1-11
go out to all the earth with good news. St. Theodosius 1 John 5: 1-9

the Cenobiarch Mark 1: 7-11

So it's fitting that the gospel starts with this foreshadowing:
that "all the 'earth" is already deeply involved in good news
that's meant for everyone, Jew and Gentile alike.

[Source: Exploring The Sunday Readings by Alice Camille, December 28, 2014]

Saints:

[Source for Readings: www.usccb.org/bible/readings
www.catholic.org/saints]

PRAY FOR OUR SICK

“Whatever villages or towns or countryside He entered,
they laid the sick in the marketplace and begged Him that

they might touch only the tassel on His cloak, and as many
M:?SS DN N as touched it were healed.” [Mark 6:56]
Saturday, January 3
5:00pm Concettina Tarasiewicz We Pray for the Lord's Healing for:
Sunday, January 4™ Martha Bifalco Kathleen Gaynor
8:00am For the Parishioners Francis Burns Margaret Harris
10:00am For the Parishioners Maryalice Dachille Debbie Mosley
12:00pm Quentin Garcia Michael D'agostino August Muniz
Monday, January 5 Mary Graham Delmar Joseph O’Keefe
9:00am For the Parishioners Anita Ferrari Robert Sabantino, Sr.
Tuesday, January 6™ Concetta Fisher Janet Viso
9:00am For the Parishioners Marie Flannery James Woods
Wednesday, January 7" YOUR ENVELOPE COUNTS!
. 9:30am 8tlljor the Parishioners The December 21%, 25™ & 28™ and January 1% & 4™
Thursday, January . . P
9:00am For the Parishioners collections will be published next week.
Friday, January 9™ The second collection today is for the Catholic University.
9:00am For the Parishioners Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Saturday, January 10" FAITH FORMATION
9:00am USRS . On Tuesday, January 13" at 7:00pm in the Dongan Hall
>-00pm thL (aEhilipiEcuilandilenyaReit Meeting Room, your Faith Formation Committee will be
Suncéz'l(};é;?rrlluary I For the Parishioners holding its monthly meeting. All are welcomed and
10-00am For the Parishioners encouraged to attend and help plan our 2015 Events.
12:00pm Ricardo Garcia PUBLISHER’S SCHEDULE
The Christmas and New Year’s schedule of our
. ) OFFERTORY GIFTS . 571~ publisher required us to submit this Bulletin for
¥f a'Mass is being said for a member. of your family, we lQS 's: printing earlier than usual. Some of our weekly
invite you to present the Offertory gifts to the altar. Please < S ncec and events were unavailable at
notify one of the Ushers before Mass that you would like to A \?& '\\q publishing time. They will return after the
present the gifts. LU holiday season.



http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=245
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=254
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=588
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=2240

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religious Education Classes
resume this Wednesday,
January 7" for Levels 5-8 and g
Sunday, January 11", 2015 Educath
for Levels 1-4. May God grant =722 — i
our students a joyous and o
healthy New Year.

LEGION OF MARY
SIr you would like to learn about the
Legion of Mary, our goals, objectives,
what we do, when we meet, please
" contact Barbara Regan at 718-351-
2219, Monday - Friday 9:30am -
2:30pm.

DID YOU KNOW?
Keeping Holy the Sabbath is more than just attending Mass.
We should also refrain “from those activities which impede
the worship of God and disturb the joy proper to the day of
the Lord or the necessary relaxation of mind and body”.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Who will ask Jonah?

While Bishop Fulton Sheen was giving a public lecture,
explaining the prophet Jonah and his mission to save
Nineveh, a heckler from the audience harassed him to the
point of being disrespectful. The young fellow expressed
cynical doubt whether God could make Jonah live three
days in the belly in the whale.

The exhausted bishop finally said. "Forget it, I'll ask Jonah
when I get to heaven." "What if he isn't there!" heckled the
young man. "Then you’ll be the one to ask him," replied
Bishop Sheen.

Someday, we'll forget the hurt, the
reason we cried and who caused
us pain. We will finally realize
that the secret of being free 1s not
revenge, but letting things unfold

in their own way and own time.
After all, what matters is not the
first, but the last chapter of our
life which shows how well we ran

the race. So smile, laugh, forgive,
believe, and love all over again.

SLOWING DOWN AND FINDING GOD
IN YOUR BUSY LIFE

This article will be presented in 2 parts.
This week we will introduce the topic of
the hurried life and how it impacts your
relationship with God and present the
topics of:
1 Realize that less is more,
1 Make time for quiet and
7 Practice the prayer of quiet.

Next week’s Bulletin will present the topics of:
1 Be with and for others and
7 Let go of fear.

This is a subject we all need to address.

The famous Swiss psychologist, Carl Jung, once said,
"Hurry is not 'of the devil,' it is the devil." If that is true,
those of us who live busy, hurried lives are tempted more
than we know by a force that would lead us away from God
at every opportunity.

Too often when we seek relief from our busyness, we end
up further exhausting ourselves with over stimulating
activity. Maybe we avoid quiet time because it scares us.
Maybe we're afraid that once we're quiet and vulnerable, we
might have to come face to face with some horrible truth
about ourselves or with the terrible truth that life is
meaningless after all. Lack of sufficient faith keeps us
hurrying toward spiritual death.

Only by turning our back on the distractions of daily life
and turning back to the Source of eternal life can we end
our headlong rush toward spiritual destruction. We must
return to the God who sustains us in love and who ordains
us for loving service to one another.

Realize that less is more.
Most of us have too much junk. We may not have all the
things we want, but it's almost certain we have plenty of
things we don't really need. These things get in our way and
wear us down. We need to learn to pay closer attention to
how our outer environment affects our inner environment,
and choose to simplify the externals in order to amplify the
spiritual.

My husband and I experienced this during a trip

to Mexico. We wanted to pray vespers at a very small
Benedictine monastery called Nuestra Senora de la Soledad
near the town of San Miguel Allende. Rather than come
rattling up in a taxi, we decided to approach by bus and on
foot. Though it was very hot, we had water, good shoes, and
hats ... only the few things we really needed. The one thing
we lacked was good directions!

We walked two miles in the desert toward a spot on the
horizon that remained unconfirmed as our true destination
until we got there. When my husband asked me why I kept
picking up rocks and putting them in my pack, I informed
him that they were beautiful and, in spite of the weight,
made walking under the sun more pleasurable.



SLOWING DOWN AND FINDING GOD
IN YOUR BUSY LIFE (continued ...)

And, indeed, it was a pleasure to walk in the desert where at
last there was no trash on the ground and nothing to buy-
only a few rocks to splurge on. To arrive unhurriedly at that
house of prayer-which was so quiet, simple, and beautiful in
every respect-was to be in the right place at the right time
with the right disposition.

Our own homes can be the same way if we choose to make
them so. By eliminating loud things, ugly things, and extra
things, we can create a better atmosphere in which to
submit the loud, ugly, and extra parts of ourselves to our
God.

Make time for quiet.
Probably the ultimate luxury for modern
faith pilgrims is quiet time. Most of us
desire it, but we also tend to do without it
for various reasons. For one thing, we feel
guilty and selfish about taking it. For
another, the kind of time we're talking
about requires an interior Adjustment that
is sometimes difficult to fine tune.

When I was raising our four children, we lived in the
country on very little money. Although my life wasn't
cluttered by television and other modern diversions, it was
almost wholly devoted to service in one form or another.

This was my Christian ideal, but it was also my downfall
until I learned to take one "hermit day" a week. I had
become like Martha in the Bible-serving, yes, but often with
a spirit of drudgery and complaint. [ was not working
enough from my center of prayer. I needed to do more
listening in order to do more loving.

At considerable sacrifice to himself, my husband took over
care of our children from early in the morning until late at
night one day a week while I sought refuge with friends
who allowed me to sleep, eat, and be alone. After |
refreshed my body, I refreshed my spirit. A luxury? It
depends on one's priorities. For a seeker of God, prayer is
not a luxury. Prayer brings service into proper focus.

Practice the prayer of quiet.
Who among us would willingly forfeit the Spirit's comfort
and guidance? Yet the turmoil of modern life easily
confuses us and knocks us out of spiritual balance unless
we can learn how to center ourselves in prayer

God is always available, but if we are too distracted to turn
in God's direction and listen to the whisperings of the Spirit,
God might as well be absent. When we are not quiet enough
to pray, we are depriving ourselves of a relationship with
God, who wants to love us into peace and serenity.

We need not have anything in particular to say when we
pray; in fact, we are not talking about formal prayer or even
informal petitions. Rather, in the prayer of quiet, our goal is
to love and to yield to the Spirit, to accept living in the
Light which cleanses and heals.

[Source: Sharon Robinson; CareNotes, Abby Press]



PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

If we are to present a strong argument to the Archdiocese to

keep our Church, we need everyone to be registered. All

are encouraged to be registered. There are also advantages
to you. Did you know that you need to be registered to
have a child baptized, or have a First Communion,

Confirmation or Wedding? Also, if you are asked to be a

sponsor, you need a letter from your registered parish.

Equally important, knowing who you are allows

St. Margaret Mary's to develop programs, services and

events that will better serve you.

Its easy and quick to Register:

1 Complete the form below, detach from the Bulletin and
drop it into the Collection Basket or Suggestion Box (in
the rear of the Church),

1 Go online to www.stmmsi.org/ChurchParishReg.html
and submit the form electronically, or

9 Stop by the Rectory, Monday-Friday, 9:30am-2:30pm.
Head of Household Name:

Spouse’s Name:
Number of Children and Ages:
Address:

Telephone Number:
E-Mail Address:

Would you like to receive Offering Envelopes:

Note: All information is kept confidential.

SUGGESTIONS - IDEAS - COMMENTS
We are always looking to get your opinions, suggestions,
ideas and comments. It is only through your feedback that
we can insure that the right services and activities are
provided. It also provides us an opportunity to open up
lines of communication and address any concerns you may
have.

Just complete the form below, detach from the Bulletin and
drop it into the Collection Basket or Suggestion Box (in the
rear of the Church).

Name:

Telephone Number:
E-Mail Address:




